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• What do IRATA do?



• training providers;

• commercial operators.

IRATA International certify: 

• rope access technicians;

IRATA International 
Certification & Regulation

• auditors;

• assessors;

• instructors.
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IRATA International  
Our objectives

• to promote and maintain high standards, safety and health, work 
quality and working practices for the industrial rope access 
industry 

• to promote continuous improvement in the education and training 
aspects of rope access 

• to increase awareness of the advantages of rope access 

• to promote the advantages of using IRATA certified companies
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What is Industrial Rope Access?



Industrial Rope Access
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Where is rope access used?

























The evolution of  
Industrial rope access

IRATA International 



IRATA accredited companies

IRATA International 



Year 1989  -      6 Certified companies

Year 2018  -  455 Certified companies



IRATA International 
Member Companies May 2018

• Operator Member Companies ………..      193

• Trainer Member Companies ………….        71

• Associate Member Companies .……….      28

• Total IRATA Member Companies ….      454

• Trainer/Operator Member Companies..     162



IRATA International  
Member companies by continent

4 Africa 25

3 Europe 231

1 North America 30

2 South America 27 5 Asia 101

6 Oceania 40



IRATA certified technicians

IRATA International 



IRATA International 
Technician Data (May 2018) 

• Total active IRATA Technicians.           57,407

• Level 1…………………………..... 38,471

• Level 2…………………………….. 8,634

• Level 3…………………………….. 10,302



IRATA International 
Technician Data (May 2018)  - Romania

• Level 1………………………….....       170

• Level 2……………………………..     072

• Level 3……………………………..     110

• Total active IRATA Technicians (Romania):  352  (0.6%)
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IRATA International – Technician Growth 

Year

57,066  (2017)

289   (1989)
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IRATA International 
Rope Access in London City - 1985



Corporation of London’s  
view of Rope Access - 1995

• Un-regulated

• Safety risk concerns

• Untried

• Unconventional NO ROPE  
ACCESS



IRATA International 
Rope Access in London City - 2018



The Leadenhall Building London Eye Big Ben

Tower 42 30 St Mary AxeTower 42



IRATA International 
Selecting a rope access contractor

How do I select a rope access contractor?



IRATA International 
Selecting a rope access contractor

• What qualifications, skills and experience do you have in this type of work?

Some questions to ask:

• What	arrangements will you have for managing the work? 

• How will the work be supervised, e.g. Level 3 IRATA Technician?

• What checks do they make on equipment and materials and how is this 
documented?

• Are you a member of a recognised regulatory association or professional body.



Why use an IRATA member?

•  satisfy robust membership entry criteria

• work to the highest safety standards

IRATA members are required to:

• employ a full time Technical Authority and Rope Access  
     Manager

•  undergo regular and robust audit of their rope access operations

• ensure that all rope access operations are carried out under 
their audited rope access procedures and controls

• comply with the IRATA International Code of Practice (ICOP)

• ensure that all rope access operations are supervised by a 
level 3 rope access technician



How to verify an IRATA Member?

•  visit the IRATA website

www.irata.org
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How to verify an IRATA Technician?

•  visit the IRATA website

www.irata.org



•  Ask to see their ID card

How to verify an IRATA Technician?



•  Ask to see their ID card

How to verify an IRATA Technician?



•  Ask to see their IRATA certificate

How to verify an IRATA Technician?



What to look out for?

• Simply employing or using IRATA technicians does not 
mean that a non-member company complies with IRATA’s 
high operating and safety standards.

• Companies displaying an IRATA logo without their 
membership number are very likely to be non-members.  
Check their status at www.irata.org!

!

IRATA member unique reference

Not an official 
IRATA Logo





Work & Safety Analysis 
WASA Report data extracts

*

UK Health and Safety Executive (HSE) key figures - 2013/14

(All figures in rounded numbers of injuries per 100,000 employees)
*

* Members as at Dec 2014



IRATA International  
Supporting industrial rope access globally

• present to governmental bodies globally; 

• contribute to British and international standards; 

• present at work at height and occupational safety events; 

• attend events to support the UK Health & Safety Executive. 



Thank you for listening.


